Villeneuve says he'll retire from F1 if he can't get a ride 14/06/2010 10:40
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BLAINVILLE, Que. -- Jacques Villeneuve suggests he will retire from
Formula One racing if he doesn't land a job on the circuit by next year.

The former champion says he'll continue trying to return to the world's
premier car-racing circuit -- but he can't keep trying forever.

"For F1, | think | have to give myself a limit -- and 2011 will be the limit,"
Villeneuve told The Canadian Press on Thursday.

"That's the priority, so I'm working on 2011."

Villeneuve, who became Canada's first F1 champion in 1997, has not raced
on the circuit in four years.

"l was busy raising two kids and now they're grown up a bit and | can get
back behind the wheel, Villeneuve said. "I would obviously be happier
behind a wheel. Once you've been a racer, | think, you're a racer all your
life."

But the 39-year-old admits he's worried race teams might start to ignore
him.

"Because it will have been too many years outside and the teams don't
want to take a risk which, (if | were) in their shoes, | might do the same."

"There comes a point where you've been out for too long and the teams
just won't give you a chance.”

Villeneuve says he “can't put in numbers" his chances of returning to F1
racing -- but he says "there are opportunities right now," and hopefully
they will work out and get finalized.

While he may have to give up on F1, the native of St-Jean-Sur-Richelieu,
Que., says there could still be a future for him on the NASCAR circuit.

He will be competing in two upcoming NASCAR Nationwide events -- in
Elkhart Lake, Wi., on June 19, and at Circuit Gilles-Villeneuve, the Montreal
track named after his father, on Aug. 28.

The Montreal track is playing host this week to the Canadian F1 Grand Prix,
after a one-year hiatus.

Villeneuve made his comments near Montreal, as he was reunited with old
nemesis Michael Schumacher. The old rivals were promoting new
automobile safety technologies Thursday.

Both drivers took turns on a rainy track to demonstrate features like
electronic stability control, which already exist on some vehicles.

The men appear to be getting along better.

It's been over a decade since Schumacher tried running his Canadian foe

http://www.tsn.ca/auto_racing/story/?id=324212
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I " Highlights: Heluva Good 400

Denny Hamlin dominated the entire
race, leading 123 laps to pick up his
5th win of the season.

Canadian GP Post Race Reaction
Lewis Hamilton and the other podium
finishers talk about the race and

| returning to Montreal.

Highlights: Meijer 300

Joey Logano fought off the field and
the weather to pick up the win in the
Meijer 300.
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Ahead of the Canadian Grand Prix,
some of the drivers talk about the
track conditions prior to the race.
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Villeneuve says he'll retire from F1 if he can't get a ride

off the track in a crucial F1 race but, on Thursday, they had kind words for
each other.

Schumacher now says he believes there's still a place in F1 for Villeneuve --
who hasn't driven on the circuit since 2006.

The 41-year-old cited his own return from retirement as evidence that
Villeneuve can do it, too.

"We are racers and we have that in our blood, so what you have there, you
always keep," Schumacher told reporters.

"There's no reason why Jacques couldn't come back and, with my
(experience as) proof, maybe he has even less concern to do so."

In return, Villeneuve had nice things to say about Schumacher -- who tried
running his car off the road in the decisive race of the 1997 season. The
men have also had public sparring matches.

But Villeneuve is applauding the return of the seven-time champion.
"It's great for Formula One," Villeneuve said.

"It was starting to run short a bit of heroes. . . It's important because it
brings in fans."

Unfortunately for Villeneuve, he will be forced to watch Schumacher from
the sidelines while F1 returns to the Montreal track named after his dad.

Schumacher says he's pleased the Canadian Grand Prix is back on the F1
calendar.

"(Montreal's) certainly an exciting place from a driver's point of view," he
said.

"(It's) a beautiful city. . . The track is always good emotion because the
spectators really live the Grand Prix and you can feel that and that makes
it special."

Lacest ———¢)

FormulaOneAtic +2

Good luck JV. He was awesome when he was driving a good car but he
was foolish when the car wasn't as good. Overdrove the equipment,
reckless, hot tempered and bullheaded. Might make a good test driver
for Lotus though. They could use his experience and he would work
for cheap wages.

Kinger79 +2

| wish JV the best of luck in finding a ride, but doubt it will happen
like others have said. | think JV did lose some fire in his last couple
years in F1 but when your driving a dog of a car at B.A.R. for years
mind you, anyone could lose the zest for performing at their peak
level and just kind phone it in.

Gilles27FanHome 0
JV hasn't looked quick since 97, that's way too long son. | agree he

should try the IFL banking on his name and maybe he can find some
of the speed he's falied to show in that series.

Jackel _13

Jacques who?
aplam +8

You mean Villeneuve is not retired yet?!

bboogie3 +4

he must be insane. Why is he wasting his time? He won the indy 500,
won the CART championship, won the F1 championship...move on to
new challenges. Why go backwards? He's wasted too much time. They
don't want you back Jacques. Don't let them embarass you. Move

on.

canadianhockeyfanl +18

Once you experience that thrill of racing, as Jacque did in F1, it never
goes away. That's what Jacque is chasing after. Although he's likely

http://www.tsn.ca/auto_racing/story/?id=324212
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For tickets to F1 in Montreal, click here
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Villeneuve says he'll retire from F1 if he can't get a ride

not going to get the job imo, i'll still be hoping for him to land one
and hopefully get back into F1 for just one more crack at it. Good
Luck Villeneuve!

Marcsmith +8 1

What's next??? Donovan Bailey is going to retire from the
Olympics?

ab608 +17

Well, maybe he doesn't want to 'retire', but the simple fact no one has
signed him to drive, is the exact same as being FORCED into
retirement. JV has the ability to pass others on the track, something
that F1 teams don't like.

ITAVENETO _33

keep dreaming jacques. you were a overated driver amd lucky to win
in 97..

Hilts _15

He'll retire? Didn 't he retire in about 20027 | think the last time he
was in the points Juan Fangio was still racing.

Racer20 .15

| thought JV retired in 1998...
Eff1 -2

Jacques, you were a great driver who gave 100% (until your last few
years when | think you lost the fire) and one of the reasons | became
an F1 fan but please just let it go. It's a young mans sport. You were
a great personality and the sport is missing that but don't make the
same mistake as Schumacher. Let me remember you in that Schumi
shunt.

deskproyo _14 1

I miss Villeneuve's DNF's for BMW-Sauber. It's a total coincidence that
Robert Kubica began collecting points (not just finishing races) in the
same car as soon as he replaced JV.

vonscratch .|,.28

skyzend, no matter what part of the world you are n, F-1 is
ridiculously expensive and elite. BUt that hasn't stopped it from being
the most popular form of motorsport in the world for several years
now. F-1 gets more viewers in Italy alone than NASCAR does in all of
the USA. | don't want racing to be toned down and mainstream to
match my driving style and budget. | want to see the elite drivers in
the elite cars, so let them be elitists. It's been working for them for
years.

skyzend _33 1

For some reason | find F1 people think they are above most of us
working class. Until they can bring this high priced elite form of racing
into the mainstream it will always be a fringe sport in Canada with its
one race.

tramfan .|.45

Schumi and Jacques were definitely 2 of the types of personalities that
F1 seems to lack, now. I enjoyed both for different reasons. Nice to
see racing back in Canada! One of these years i truly hope to be able
to attend!
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